
CREATING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
Schedule At-A-Glance 

Thank you for attending Creating Community Connections Conference. Questions?  Contact erin.truett@ky.gov 
 

Wednesday, March 4    

Registration  7:30a - 8:30a Entrance to Crowne Ballroom 

Networking and Exhibits 8:00a - 4:30p Exhibitor Hall  

 
Wednesday Plenary 8:30a – 10:00a Crowne AB 

Opening Remarks Michele Blevins, Assistant Director, Division of Behavioral Health 

Where We’ve Been and Where We Are 
Going:  Behavioral Health Targeted Case 
Management 

Mary Reinle Begley, Commissioner, KY Department of 
Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities and Behavioral Health 
Lisa Lee, Commissioner, KY Department for Medicaid Services 

 

Wednesday Session I 10:15a - 11:45a 

Title Presenter Room 

A. Behavioral Ethics for Adult Case Managers Tami Brucato Elliot 

B. Behavioral Health: An Overview of Common Diagnoses Michelle Kilgore; Missy Runyon Taylor 

C. Best Practices for First Episode Psychosis Dr. Allen J. Brenzel Coronet B 
D. Project SAFESPACE (Screening and Assessment for Enhanced 

Service Provisions to All Children Everyday) 
Nicole George; Dorothy Hickerson Madison 

E. Treatment Models for Early Childhood Darcie Taggart Coronet C 

F. Understanding Behavioral Health Recovery Molly Clouse Whitley 

   

Lunch  11:45a -1:00p Crowne AB 

  

Wednesday Session II 1:00p - 2:30p 

Title Presenter Room 
A. Beating the Odds: Addressing Physical Health Issues for 

People With Severe Mental Illness 
Ramona Johnson Coronet B 

B. No Gays Allowed Emily Tamas Coronet C 

C. Resources for Addressing Hearing Differences in 
Childhood 

Michelle Niehaus; Rachel Abbott Taylor 

D. Safety Planning for Clients At-Risk for Suicide Michael McFarland Coronet A 

E. Substance Abuse 101 Maggie Schroeder Whitley 
F. Understanding Using Program Evaluation Data for Continuous 

Quality Improvement (CQI) 
Christopher Duckworth Madison 

   

Exhibits and Snack Break  2:30p - 3:00p Exhibit Hall / Coronet  AB 

 

Wednesday Session III 3:00p - 4:30p 

Title Presenter Room 

A. Domestic Violence: Overview for Caseworkers Dustin Pickett Whitley 

B. Guidance for TCM Curriculum Submission Michele Blevins; Victoria Greenwell Elliot 

C. Infusing Psychiatric Rehabilitation Principles into Case 
Management Practices 

Marcie Cole Taylor 

D. No Gays Allowed Emily Tamas Coronet C 

E. QPR: Question, Persuade, and Refer Gatekeeper 
Training 

Adam Trosper Madison 

F. Trauma Informed Care: Understanding the Basics Michael McFarland Coronet A 

G. Youth Perspective of Case Management Allie Rigsby; Stephanie McFarland Coronet B 
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CREATING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
Schedule At-A-Glance 

Thank you for attending Creating Community Connections Conference. Questions?  Contact erin.truett@ky.gov 
 

Thursday, March 5    

Registration  7:30a - 8:30a Entrance to Crowne Ballroom 

Networking and Exhibits 8:00a - 4:30p Exhibitor Hall  

 
Thursday Plenary 8:30a – 10:00a Crowne AB 

From Principle to Practice in Person-Centered Planning Janis Tondora  

   

Thursday Session I 10:15-11:45  

Title Presenter Room 

A. Beating the Odds: Addressing Physical Health Issues for 
People with Severe Mental Illness 

Ramona Johnson Coronet B 

B. Behavioral Health Ethics for Adult Case Managers Tami Brucato Elliot 

C. Best Practices for First Episode Psychosis Dr. Allen J. Brenzel Coronet C 

D. Developing Psychiatric Rehabilitation Skills and 
Improving Managerial Outcomes 

Marcie Cole Whitley 

E. Engagement, Documentation, Recovery Planning and 
Serving Adults with Serious and Persistent Mental 
Illness in a Case Management Setting 

Natalie Pratt Taylor 

F. Kentucky Strengthening Families: A Framework for 
Supporting Kentucky’s Families 

Jana Estep-Jordan Madison 

G. Trauma Informed Care: Understanding the Basics Michael McFarland Coronet A 

 

Lunch  11:45a -1:00p Crowne AB 

 

Thursday Session II 1:00p - 2:30p 

Title Presenter Room 

A. Behavioral Health: An Overview of Common Diagnosis Missy Runyon; Michelle Kilgore Coronet C 

B. Engagement, Documentation, Recovery Planning and 
Serving Adults with Serious and Persistent Mental 
Illness in a Case Management Setting 

Natalie Pratt Taylor 
 

C. Positive Discipline and Child Directed Play Darcie Taggart Elliot 

D. QPR: Question, Persuade, and Refer Gatekeeper 
Training 

Adam Trosper Madison 

E. Safety Planning for Clients At-Risk for Suicide Michael McFarland Coronet A 

F. Substance Abuse 101 Kate Wagoner Whitley 

 

Exhibits and Snack Break  2:30p - 3:00p Exhibit Hall / Coronet  AB 

 

Thursday Session III 3:00p – 4:30p  

Title Presenter Room 

A. Domestic Violence: Intersection with Mental Health, 
Substance Abuse, and Trauma 

Sara Choate Coronet A 

B. Guidance for TCM Curriculum Submission Michele Blevins; Victoria Greenwell Whitley 

C. Resources for Addressing Hearing Differences in 
Adulthood 

Michelle Niehaus; Rachel Abbott Elliot 

D. The Effects of Substance Abuse on Women, Families 
and Communities of Color 

Darryl Turpin Coronet C 

E. Understanding and Using Program Evaluation Data for 
Continuous Quality Improvement 

Christopher Duckworth Madison 

F. Understanding Behavioral Health Recovery Molly Clouse Taylor 
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